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Racking Safety

What Employers Need to Know

For many businesses, storage of materials and product is a challenge.

One critical aspect that demands attention is racking safety. Warehouse or storage room racking
systems, while indispensable for optimizing storage space, pose safety risks that, if overlooked, can
lead to accidents, injuries, and even fatalities. This safety resource is a quick guide to racking safety
and best practices, that can be used to foster a secure work environment and give employees the
knowledge and tools necessary to navigate and mitigate potential hazards associated with racking

systems.

Ensure racking is in good condition
and appropriate for the items to be
stored on the racks.

Always be aware of the load
capacity of the racks you use.

Ensure racking is installed as per the
manufacturers instructions.

Provide training to the supervisor
who oversees your warehouse/
storage area so they can identify
hazardous conditions in your
racking system.

Provide training to Joint Health and
Safety Committee members/Health
and Safety representatives, so

they are able to identify hazardous
conditions when conducting
workplace inspections.
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Ensure understanding about placing single heavy loads to one side of beam to improve stability.
Keep spacing between pallet and post to prevent unwanted contact.

Report any missing safety pins.

IO

Keep spacing between top of load and bottom of beam to prevent unwanted contact with the
pallet load.
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OHSA/
# HAZARD/ REGULATORY/ CONTROL
INJURY RISK STANDARDS/ RECOMMENDATIONS
GUIDELINES
1 Racking Sec. 25 (1)(b) Have a process in place to categorize rack damage to
damage OHSA prioritize maintenance.
not identified
and corrected Train worker to identify and report rack damage.
in timely Have supervisors perform routine inspections.
manner
2 Racking Sec. 45 Post capacity for racking in an accessible location.
OvEriieaeE ozl Train workers to identify the weight of load and capacity
of racking.
Keep storage within racking capacity.
3 Mobile Sec. 25(1)(c)(d) Ensure operators are competent through training.
i HSA
igllljildpi;ngent UL Enforce safe operating practices i.e., not turning with load
with racking in the air.
Aisle width is adequate for size of lift truck.
4 Racking 25(Mb)(2)(h) Participate in investigation to determine root cause of
Failure incidents and ensure recommendations are implemented.
Provide guarding to protect vulnerable components
where possible.
5 Improper Sec. 7 If racking is to be modified (e.g., cut/welded/spliced),
Repairs Reg. 851 ensure it has been reviewed and approval documents by

a professional engineer.

*The above list is a sample of generic hazards/controls within a workplace, it is the responsibility of all

employers to conduct a full hazard identification and risk assessment in their workplaces.*
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